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June 14, 2009

Magdalena, NM to VLA Rest Stop near Datil, NM
Drove 22 miles today

| got up early this morning and fed the mules. It

| ooks | i ke itéds going to rai
it started to rain, but not hard. | was debating if I
should pull out or not. | checked my weather

radar and it showed that rain was coming in so |
decided to hold off a little while and check it again.
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About a half an hour later the sky looked a little

| ighter toward the west so | checked the radar again
and decided just to hitch up and pull out. We were on
the road by about 7:00.
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We were on the road about an hour and it started to get
colder and windy.

Within a few minutes it started to rain again and it

got colder . | dropped the front cover of the wagon and

we pressed on. For about 2 more miles we were driv

into a very strong headwind. The mules did really well
pulling into the wind. Due to the wind resistance |

knew it would increase the we ight of the wagon. They
just honkered down & pulled together. They really

looked good!

After a bit the wind died down, the sky cleared, and it
warmed up. | have no idea what they will pull later on
today so when we topped the hill | pulled over and g
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them a break. Once more it started to rain, but it
di dnot | ast very | ong.

SPRINGERVILLE

;cm»’\re%
MAGDALENA LIVESTOCK DRIVEWAY

SOUTH ACROSS THE ROAD LIES ONE OF THE WEST'S HISTORIC "HOOF HIGHWAYS®,
FROM 1885 UNTIL 1971. SHEEP AND CATTLE WERE DRIVEN TO AND FROM THE RAILROAD AT MAGDALENA, NM.
THE 125 MILE DRIVEWAY EXTENDED WEST TO DATIL, NM THEN FORKED, LEADING TO HORSE SPRINGS, NM OR
TO SPRINGERVILLE, AZ. THE DRIVEWAY WAS 5 TO 10 MILES WIDE AND COVERED 200 SQUARE MILES. b
THE PEAK TRAILING YEAR, 1919, SAW 150,000 SHEEP AND 21,600 CATTLE PASS THIS POINT. IN THE 1930's ‘Ef;“_
THE CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS FENCED THE DRIVEWAY AND DRILLED WATER WELLS EVERY 10 F-=TE TS
MILES. DURING THE DRIVES, COWBOYS AND HERDERS MOVED CATTLE ABOUT 10 MILES A DAY AND
SHEEP ABOUT 5 MILES, ALLOWING THEM TO GRAZE AS THEY WENT. CHUCKWAGONS AND
RELAYS OF HORSES FOLLOWED BEHIND. TRAIENG GAVE WAY TO TRUCKING, AND THE
LAST PORTION OF THE DRIVEWAY WAS OFFICIALLY CLOSED IN NOVEMBER OF 1971

» WHICH WAS USED ANNUALLY

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGFMENT @ NEW MEXICO STATE HIGHWAY DEPT




A man pulled over and talked with me and asked about
why | am driving to Phoenix and we talked a bit about
Demelsa and Multiple Sclerosis. He was telling me that
he also has this disease and what medication he is
taking. | passed this information on to my sister Bev.

It looks like rain again. The wind has picked up and

is hitting us on the side of the wagon this time. Both

the Tennessee & the US Flags are taking a bea ting in

this wind. Il n about three weeks | 0611 be

trust they hang in there until then!

Ben & Sandy from Mountainair stopped by on their way
home from Arizona. That was really great to see them
again. That was sure a surprise!



